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Abstract

Despite the rhetoric that space is the “province of all humankind,” access to space exploration remains
highly uneven, technologically advanced nations and well-funded private entities. Historically, space ac-
tivities have been dominated by a small number of spacefaring states and corporate actors, marginalising
voices from developing countries, Indigenous communities, and underrepresented groups. The rise of
commercial spaceflight, while expanding opportunities, has also exacerbated economic disparities, raising
concerns about whether space will remain an exclusive domain for the privileged few. Beyond economic
barriers, cultural, educational, and systemic challenges hinder equitable participation in space science,
technology, and governance. The central issue is the lack of full democratisation of space exploration.
Structural inequalities persist despite initiatives like the Artemis Accords and the African Space Policy,
which aim to foster inclusivity. The limited access to space technology, inadequate representation in
international decision-making bodies, and the lack of funding for emerging space nations hinder genuine
participation in the global space economy. This paper seeks to answer the research question: What le-
gal, institutional, and policy reforms are necessary to ensure inclusive participation in space exploration,
particularly for marginalised communities and developing nations, and how can international coopera-
tion play a pivotal role in this? Using a socio-legal and policy analysis, this research examines existing
international frameworks such as the Outer Space Treaty, the Moon Agreement, and UN initiatives on
capacity-building. It also conducts a comparative case study of national space policies in emerging space
nations, assessing their successes and challenges in gaining access to space technology and partnerships.
Additionally, barriers faced by underrepresented communities—including gender disparities and Indige-
nous knowledge exclusion—are analysed through qualitative data from space industry reports and policy
documents. The paper argues that achieving inclusivity in space exploration requires a multi-pronged
approach beyond policy rhetoric. This research proposes the creation of an international Space Equity
Framework under UN auspices to ensure that space activities benefit all of humanity rather than a select
few. This paper discusses the systemic barriers to participation in space exploration and underscores the
urgent need for space governance, policy, and education reforms. Without deliberate and inclusive strate-
gies, the next era of space exploration risks perpetuating historical patterns of exclusion and economic
disparity. This not only undermines the principle that space should be accessible for all but also poses
significant risks to the future of space exploration. Therefore, urgent action is needed to ensure that space
is truly the ‘province of all humankind.’



