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Abstract

Accessible educational initiatives are required in order to address the gap between the space sector
and public knowledge/consent. Today public opinions are hardly known within the space industry, and
therefore, are not considered. This is concerning as space practices have become increasingly capitalised
and militarised, causing harmful impacts on populations and Earth.

(Un)Common Cosmos, an emerging collective based in Australia, works to build education practices
and events that centre community involvement and awareness of the space industry. Typically, space
outreach is focused on formal education programs (primary, secondary and tertiary education) or rare but
specific arts programs. Both of these approaches are important however, what tends to get dismissed are
more informal, community level and centred engagement.

We design and deliver purposely artistic events that bring people into their relationship to space and
a critical understanding of the nature of the space industry.

Over the past year, (Un)Common Cosmos, has been developing and implementing unique methods of
community engagement and education that draw on cultural connections to sky and artistic expressions.
Through interdisciplinary research and collaboration, the collective has been running various creative
workshops and interactive talks that cover a range of space related topics including: . Socio-cultural
relationships to space and technology . Space futurisms and ethics . Clay making space worlds . Dark
and Quiet Skies: Indigenous connections to space . Immersive night walks: relating to darkness and sky
cultures

This paper will underline the process in which (Un)Common Cosmos has developed educational prac-
tices that centre decolonial theory, community agency and cultural connection. This will highlight the
importance of multidisciplinary approaches in bringing together space, culture, creativity and critical
thinking. (Un)Common Cosmos has been building strong relationships within communities and seen
impactful engagement that has resulted in greater public awareness and care for space related practices.

(Un)Common Cosmos uniquely curates events and works with the general public to help build their
connection to space and its relevance in their lives. In turn, empowering the community to have their
voices heard and included in space practices and exploration.

This paper will share with the international community the importance of diverse and community
oriented education initiatives to help bring greater awareness and voice to the public. This is incredibly
important to ensure that the space industry goes in a direction that is beneficial for humanity and earth,
and does not perpetuate current harmful structures of colonialism and imperialism.



