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Abstract

The impacts of rocket-related infrastructure (RRI) on local populations, particularly Indigenous com-
munities, are frequently overlooked in discussions of inclusivity and cultural diversity within the space
sector. To uphold these principles, the industry must address the cultural harm caused by land acquisition
for aerospace facilities. Historically, land acquisition has been a tool of imperial domination, disrupting
local populations’ ability to live and practice their cultural traditions on ancestral lands. This practice
persists in the space industry, where land is acquired for RRI such as test ranges, spaceports, and return
sites, often without proper local consent, leading to significant social, cultural, and ecological harm.

Before implementing strategies to address these issues, it is essential to amplify the voices of impacted
communities and educate the wider space sector about these harms. As the industry expands, the demand
for RRI grows, exacerbating these challenges. To align with the ideal of ”space for all,” the sector must
critically examine the ethical implications of land acquisition and develop robust frameworks to mitigate
socio-cultural harm. This paper investigates several RRI sites globally, focusing on their ethical challenges,
and explores consultation methods, avenues for contestation, and the need for assessments that ensure
meaningful consultation with local populations. It emphasizes authentic community involvement and
cultural awareness as an essential component of these processes.

A key case study presented is the Koonibba Test Range in Australia, operated by Southern Launch
on the Traditional Lands of the Kokatha people. The facility has caused continuing cultural harm and
ongoing disruption without the consent of local Indigenous Elders, highlighting concerns over inadequate
and disingenuous consultation practices.

As a pioneering industry, space must match its technological advancements with equal innovation in
cultural competency and ethical practices. This paper calls for further research and attention to these
issues as an integral part of the space agenda. Suggesting that such education is crucial within sector
workplaces, and will aid the development of mechanisms to prevent harmful practices, ensuring the space
sector respects and includes all communities.



